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Syllabus 

This  intensive  seminar  is  designed  to  provide  students  with  the  basic  conceptual  tools  that 
they  need  to  understand  the  issues  that  emerge  from  anti-terrorism  laws  in  their  social, 
political,  historical  context  and  will  be  taught  in  a  comparative  way.  The  course  will  focus  on 
criminal  and  constitutional  law  issues  that  have  arisen  in  Canada,  the  United  States, 
Singapore,  Malaysia,  and  elsewhere  in  the  wake  of  September  1 1 .  It  is  based,  in  part,  on  the 
papers  presented  at  an  international  symposium,  Comparative  Anti-Terrorism  Law  &  Policy, 
in  June  2004  in  Singapore.  The  symposium  was  co-organized  by  Michael  Hor,  Victor  V. 
Ramraj,  and  Kent  Roach,  and  the  proceedings  will  soon  be  published  by  Cambridge 
University  Press,  under  the  title,  Global  Anti-Terrorism  Law  &  Policy. 

Evaluation 

Students  will  be  required  to  write  a  10-12  page  research  paper,  which  will  be  graded  on  an 
Honours/Pass/Fail  basis.  Papers  must  be  delivered  to  the  Records  Office  by  4:00  p.m.,  three 
weeks  after  the  end  of  the  course. 
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Additional  Material  on  the  Definition  of  Terrorism 


Terrorism  (Suppression  of  Financing)  Act 
(Singapore) 

(Chapter  325) 

http://statutes.agc.gov.sg/ 

See  Appendix  to  M.  Hor,  “Terrorism  and  the  Criminal  Law:  Singapore’s  Solution”  infra,  p. 
231. 


Criminal  Code 
(Canada) 
Chapter  C-46 


Section  83.01 

(1)  The  following  definitions  apply  in  this  Part. 


"terrorist  activity"  means 

(a)  an  act  or  omission  that  is  committed  in  or  outside  Canada  and  that,  if  committed  in 
Canada,  is  one  of  the  following  offences: 

(i)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(2)  that  implement  the  Convention  for  the 
Suppression  of  Unlawful  Seizure  of  Aircraft,  signed  at  The  Hague  on  December  16, 
1970, 

(ii)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(2)  that  implement  the  Convention  for  the 
Suppression  of  Unlawful  Acts  against  the  Safety  of  Civil  Aviation,  signed  at  Montreal 
on  September  23,  1971, 

(iii)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(3)  that  implement  the  Convention  on  the 
Prevention  and  Punishment  of  Crimes  against  Internationally  Protected  Persons, 
including  Diplomatic  Agents,  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations 
on  December  14,  1973, 

(iv)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(3.1)  that  implement  the  International 
Convention  against  the  Taking  of  Hostages,  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Nations  on  December  17,  1979, 

(v)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(3.4)  or  (3.6)  that  implement  the 
Convention  on  the  Physical  Protection  of  Nuclear  Material,  done  at  Vienna  and  New 
York  on  March  3,  1980, 

(vi)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(2)  that  implement  the  Protocol  for  the 
Suppression  of  Unlawful  Acts  of  Violence  at  Airports  Serving  International  Civil 
Aviation,  supplementary  to  the  Convention  for  the  Suppression  of  Unlawful  Acts 
against  the  Safety  of  Civil  Aviation,  signed  at  Montreal  on  February  24,  1988, 
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(vii)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(2.1)  that  implement  the  Convention  for 
the  Suppression  of  Unlawful  Acts  against  the  Safety  of  Maritime  Navigation ,  done  at 
Rome  on  March  10,  1988, 

(viii)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(2.1)  or  (2.2)  that  implement  the  Protocol 
for  the  Suppression  of  Unlawful  Acts  against  the  Safety  of  Fixed  Platforms  Located  on 
the  Continental  Shelf  done  at  Rome  on  March  10,  1988, 

(ix)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(3.72)  that  implement  the  International 
Convention  for  the  Suppression  of  Terrorist  Bombings,  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Nations  on  December  15,  1997,  and 

(x)  the  offences  referred  to  in  subsection  7(3.73)  that  implement  the  International 
Convention  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Financing  of  Terrorism,  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Nations  on  December  9,  1999,  or 

(i b )  an  act  or  omission,  in  or  outside  Canada, 

(i)  that  is  committed 

(A)  in  whole  or  in  part  for  a  political,  religious  or  ideological  purpose, 
objective  or  cause,  and 

(B)  in  whole  or  in  part  with  the  intention  of  intimidating  the  public,  or  a 
segment  of  the  public,  with  regard  to  its  security,  including  its  economic 
security,  or  compelling  a  person,  a  government  or  a  domestic  or  an 
international  organization  to  do  or  to  refrain  from  doing  any  act,  whether  the 
public  or  the  person,  government  or  organization  is  inside  or  outside  Canada, 
and 

(ii)  that  intentionally 

(A)  causes  death  or  serious  bodily  harm  to  a  person  by  the  use  of  violence, 

(B)  endangers  a  person's  life, 

(C)  causes  a  serious  risk  to  the  health  or  safety  of  the  public  or  any  segment  of 
the  public, 

(D)  causes  substantial  property  damage,  whether  to  public  or  private  property, 
if  causing  such  damage  is  likely  to  result  in  the  conduct  or  harm  referred  to  in 
any  of  clauses  (A)  to  (C),  or 

(E)  causes  serious  interference  with  or  serious  disruption  of  an  essential 
service,  facility  or  system,  whether  public  or  private,  other  than  as  a  result  of 
advocacy,  protest,  dissent  or  stoppage  of  work  that  is  not  intended  to  result  in 
the  conduct  or  harm  referred  to  in  any  of  clauses  (A)  to  (C), 

and  includes  a  conspiracy,  attempt  or  threat  to  commit  any  such  act  or  omission,  or  being  an 
accessory  after  the  fact  or  counselling  in  relation  to  any  such  act  or  omission,  but,  for  greater 
certainty,  does  not  include  an  act  or  omission  that  is  committed  during  an  armed  conflict  and 
that,  at  the  time  and  in  the  place  of  its  commission,  is  in  accordance  with  customary 
international  law  or  conventional  international  law  applicable  to  the  conflict,  or  the  activities 
undertaken  by  military  forces  of  a  state  in  the  exercise  of  their  official  duties,  to  the  extent 
that  those  activities  are  governed  by  other  rules  of  international  law. 

"terrorist  group"  means 

(a)  an  entity  that  has  as  one  of  its  purposes  or  activities  facilitating  or  carrying  out  any 
terrorist  activity,  or 
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( b )  a  listed  entity, 

and  includes  an  association  of  such  entities. 


ASEAN  ministerial  meeting  in  Kuala  Lumpur,  21  May  2002 


Singapore  Home  Affairs  Minister 

http://www2.mha.gov.sg/mha/detailed.isp?artid=176&type=4&root=0&parent=0&cat=0&mo 

de=arc 

The  definition  of  "terrorism"'  should  be  left  to  esteemed  bodies  like  the  United  Nations. 
Eminent  organisations  like  the  OIC  which  had  made  such  an  attempt,  had  difficulties  agreeing 
on  the  definition.  While  we  did  not  discuss  the  definition  of  "terrorism"  at  the  Senior 
Officials'  and  the  Ministerial  meetings,  we  each  in  our  own  laws  have  defined  terrorists  and 
acts  of  terrorism.  For  example,  there  is  a  definition  of  "terrorist"  in  Singapore's  UN  (Anti- 
Terrorism  Measures)  Regulations.  Those  of  us  who  have  encountered  terrorists  and 
experienced  acts  of  terrorism  can  recognize  a  terrorist  and  know  the  effects  of  terrorism  on 
our  security  and  stability. 


Malaysian  Home  Affairs  Minister 

http://www.findarticies.eom/p/articles/mi  mOWDQ/is  2002  May  27/ai  86464961 

The  absence  of  a  definition  is  not  an  obstacle  to  the  ASEAN  cooperation  to  combat  terrorism. 
We  will,  as  we  go  along,  see  how  best  we  can  get  a  definition. 


6  August  2004 
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